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SEED

In northern Ohio we have four sizes of monogerm seed. It 1s
packaged in bags with different color tabs on each bag, and the
proper plate numbers to be used for the different planters, We
recommend eight to twelve seeds per foot. We have had some
farmers who use plates that are a size larger than that recom-
mended, hoping to get on more seed in this way but it just doesn't
work.

3ILLS AND PLANTING

In northern Ohio we have gone into an all-out program of re-
commending Flexl-Planters. We feel there 1s only one way to plant
beets and that is with a precision planter and not a corn planter,

have received some valuable assistance from The Chio State
university in discouraging the use of corn planters, and encourag-
ing the use of Flexi-Planters. We want the beets planted as early
i possible to insure better emergence,

WEED CONTROL

We have found in northern Ohio, if Endothal-TCA 1s applied
properly and at recommended rates it will do a very effective Jjob
of eliminating weeds at thinning time and this allows our labor
to do a much better job and more acres per worker.

Many filelds in our area would have been impossible to thin 1if
1t had not been for pre or post-emergence herbicildes, and some
fields were lost simply because herbicides were not used.

As it looks now, our labor supply could be greatly reduced
and the only way fewer workers will be able to thin our sugar
beet acreage is 1f they are relatively free of weeds. Our job is
to sell every grower on the advantages of chemical weed control.

Most of our weedy beet fields are a result of too little
cultivation. Effective chemical weed control alone will not do
the Job -- cultivation is still very important. All too often a
grower will do a good Job of chemical weed control and then not
cultivate often enough or late enough in the season, and his
herbiclde appears to have been ineffective.

One of the most frequent complaints of labor 1s about the
method or lack of cultivation. A field that is cultivated fre-
quently and late enough in the summer will very seldom need a
second weeding which is a considerable labor and cost reduction
to the grower. The growers who cultivate most in my area
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